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Relevant Statutes, Regs, and Policies

Respondents have a statutory right to present their own evidence and examine the government's evidence.
INA 240(b)(4)(B).

Credible testimony may be enough evidence on its own, but the IJ may require corroboration; credible testimony
will be weighed along with other evidence of record. INA 240(c)(4)(B).

The respondent has the burden of proof for asylum. 8 C.F.R. 1208.13(a).

An applicant for asylum does not need to provide evidence that he or she would be individually singled out for
persecution if there is a pattern or practice of persecution of persons similarly situated. 8 C.F.R. 1208.13(b)(2)(iii).

An |J may sua sponte consider and submit any other credible and probative evidence, including US
government reports, foreign government sources, and nongovernmental sources. 8 C.F.R. 1208.12(a).

EOIR PM 3.3
EOIR PM 3.3

(e)(2): Guidelines for marking and identifying published sources

(e)(4): Highlighting and flagging pertinent portions of secondary source material
EOIR PM 3.3(c)(3): Table of contents, page numbers

EOIR PM 3.3(c)(4): Exhibit Tabs

EOIR PM App'x I: Citation Format

EOIR PM App'x N: Sample Table of Contents




Country Conditions Overview

Evidence of pattern or practice of human rights abuses,
persecution, and torture

History or context of conflict, animosity, etc.

Background on specific ethnic group, religious sect, PSG, etc.
Anecdotes of persecution of similarly situated people

Any other evidence that supports claim

US Government positions toward country




" Sources of Country Conditions Evidence

US Government Sources
. US State Department Human Rights Report
- US State Department Religious Freedom Report
. Congressional Research Service

Foreign Governments
- UK Home Office
. Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada
. LandInfo (Norway)

United Nations
. UN High Commissioner on Refugees
. UN Human Rights Council
. UN Committee Against Torture

. Other specialized committees

. Special Rapporteur Reports

. Shadow Reports & Submissions
NGOs

. Human Rights Watch

. Amnesty International

. Freedom House

. Minority Rights Group

- Local human rights commissions

. International thematic orgs

. Diaspora groups

IGOs and Courts

World Health Organization

International Criminal Court

European Court of Human Rights
Inter-American Court of Human Rights
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

RefWorld

Media Reports

Mainstream national media (NY Times, Wash Post, NPR, AP)
Mainstream international media (BBC, France 24, Al Jazeera)
US-aligned media (Voice of America)

US media in diaspora communities (e.g. Star Tribune re Somalia)
Local English-language news

Local translated news

Independent media

News stories about UN or US actions related to the country

Academic Research

Peer-reviewed journal articles
Book excerpts
Expert Reports
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Sample Country Conditions

EESPONDENT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS - COUNTRY CONDITIONS

Bage
U.5. GOVEERNMENT REFORTS

U5, Dep't of State, Mevico 2009 Hiawan Rights Report (20200, available ar

hirtps:

W state. gov wp-content uploads 02002 MEXICO- 201 9-HUMAN-RIGHTS-

REPORT pdf oo L SR SR

“Significant haman nghts 1ssues mehsded reports of the mvolvement by police,
mualitary, and other government officaals and illegal armed groups n unlawfisl or
arbatrary kilhngs, forced disappearance, and tormme.” [1]

“Impunity for umam rights abuses remained a problem, with extremely low rates
of prosecution for all cnimes.™ [1]

There were several reports government entities of thear agents commmatied
arbatrary or wakywfid killings, often with impunity, Organized eriminal groups
were implicared in numerous killings, acring with impunify and at rimes in
league with corrupt federal, state, local, and securiry officials.” [2]

“There were reports of forced disappearances by organized crime groups,
somvetimes with allegations of state collashon.™ [3]

“There were credible reports of police involvement in kidnappings for ransom,
and federal officials or members of the national defense forces were sometimes
accused of perpetrating this crime.™ [3-4]

“Federal law prohulxits torture and other cruel, inbuman, or degrading treatment or
pumshment, a5 well as the admission of confessions obtamzed through iheit
means x5 evidence in court Despate these prohibitions, there were reports of
security forces torfuring suspects.” [§]

B Congressional Research Seqvice, Mevico: Orgamized Crime & Drug Traflckmg
Creamizarions (Tuly 28, 2020), avarlable af hitps- fas org'sgplers' row 41576 pdf

“In mad-2019, the leader of the long-dominant Sinaloa Cartel, Joaquin “El Chapo™
Guzman, was senjenced to hfie ma U5, pnson, firther fractanng the once-
hegemome DTO. In Decenber 2019, Genaro Garcia Limia, a former head of
public security in the Felipe Calderén Adnumstration (2006-2012), was arrested
in the United States on charges be had taken enomious bribes from Sinaloa
frther eroding public confidence in Mexican government efforis.” [37]

“In Mexico, arvests of police and other public officials accused of cooperating
with the DTOs have rarely been followed by convictions, although a few
prominent cases of corruption have achieved resules, Police corraption has
beem so nbigquitans that law enforcement officials sometimes carry out the
violent assignments from DTOs and other criminal groups. Purges of

structural problems perpetuate both the selection of unqualified individuals for
policing positions and poor police performance. In combination with the
dangerous nature of policing in Mexico, low wages provide little incentive for
ethically and practically qualified individuals to join the police foree.™ [271]

NEWS REPORTS
Sinaloa Cartel

Chris Kenning, “Will Mexico Play Ball With Biden's Promise to Target Corruption
Amid Cartel Drug War?™ Louisville Courier Journal (Dec. 22, 2020), available at
https://www.courier-joumal com/story/news/2020/12/22/mexico-comuption-scandal-
complicates-us-drug-cartel-war/ 3863819001/ . 280-296

s “For years, Genaro Garcia Luna cuf the figure of a trusted. no-nonsense dmg
warrior on both sides of the border, a Mexican security minister battling cartels
and cormuption. As the leader of Mexico’s federal police force from 2006 to 2012,
(Garcia Luna was a top U.S. law enforcement contact and a key player in a fast-
militarizing drug war. Known for his visits to Washington D.C.. he favored anti-
corruption measures such as police trust tests and audits. His carefully cultivated
image was reflected in a 2008 New York Times magazine profile, which in one
scene portrayed him urging a hotel full of police chiefs in Acapulco to uproot
corruption, by force if necessary.” But by then, U.S. prosecutors say, Garcia Luna
was himself on the take. Even as he purported to fight cartels and cormption,
prosecutors say he accepted millions in bribes delivered in suitcases to help the
powerful Sinaloa cartel traffic multi-ton loads of drugs to the T7.5.” [289]
“Cormption has long been endemic in Mexico, from public sectors to private
industry, and it's unlikely to be completely stamped out, given cartels swimming
in billions of dollars in anmal profits. But reducing it is key to weakening cartels,
according to 1.5 -Mexico drug policy Experts.™ [200]

“But those efforts are underfunded and have not produced major progress since
Lopez Obrador took office. said Cecilia Farfan Mendez. a researcher at the Center
for U.S.-Mexican Studies at the University of California San Diego. Impunity is
still high: Few are caught or face the likelihood of prison. In the meantime. police
solve less than 5% of cases of kidnappings and murders. many committed by
cartels. The system remains ‘rife with cormption.” Wood said.” [201]

“Two other officials who worked under Garcia Luna. Cardenas Palominoe and
Pequeno Garcia, are also facing charges. Prosecutors say they afforded the
Sinaloa cartel virtual impunity.” [293]

“Reuters reported earlier this year that Roberta Jacobson. the U.S. ambassador to
Mexico. suggested in an interview with a Mexican magazine that both
governments knew about possible cormuption by Garcia Luna ™ [295]




Sample Country Conditions (Cont.

and detaining more than 3,200 others
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Myanmar Regime Accuses
KNU of Providing Military
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The Myanmar regime has objected to the provision of military training by the country’s
oldest ethnic armed group to protesters who have resolved to take up armed struggle
1o topple the junta.

Following the regime’s deadly crackdowns on pro-democracy protests on the streets
across the country in March and April, a number of anti-regime protesters fled to areas

000003 tps: iy cominews/bumaimyanmar-ragime-accuees-knu-oEyH) A Briitary-trainng-to-ant junta protesters him




Wrangling Technology
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Challenging the Government's Country
Conditions Evidence

= |s it relevant to the claim?
= |s the source reliable or credible?
= |s the evidence more helpful to you or the government?

= Does the evidence say what the government claims it does?




Not relevant to the claim --->

Unreliable news source --->

Misleading --->

Sample Government Filing

) s “Step Towards,” available
at hitps:/ 47, last accessed June 13,
2021

s Among the thirty films presented at the festival was the documentary
‘Baptized by Faith® which tells about the history and modern life of
Evangelical Christians-Baptists in BEnssia

“What Made Russians Ban Methadone Treatment for Heroin Addiction?” available
at stepaddiction.com / - Russians-Ban-Methadone-Treatment-for-
Herain-Addiction, last accessed June 24, 2021,
“If harm reduction is

. one’s only goal, then methadone may be a viable

treatment.” stated Derry Hallmarlk Director of Admi s [] at Narconon

; . 2000
owhead. Narconon Arrowhead is one of the country’s leading dmg and

hol rehabilitation centers, located in Canadian, Oklahoma. “However, if
a pers al is to live drug-free, then methadene may not be the best option
to treat b or opiate af ion. Some dmg treatment professionals may
keep a pe on methadone substitution for a long time, meaning that the
person does not learn to live diug-free on their own.™

The Gu:
s “We prefer to treat people in a dmg-free setting” Dr Oxana Guseva, a

medical representative of the Fussian Federation told the Guardian

afterward, “becanse methadone is the same narcotic drog as heroin.™




Sample Government Filing (cont.

E/24/2021 ‘What Made Russians Ban Methadone Treatment for Herain Addiction? | Heroin | Drugs . . . -
wla] rerem s While part of the doctor’s statement is true - methadone and heroin are both narcotic
pain treatments - addiction treatment that uses methadone in place of other opioids is
delivered to the body in a much different way.

DRUG REHAE = ALCOHOLREHAE =~ PRESCRIPTION DRUG REHAB =~ HOME

America’s top addiction expert, Dr Nora Volkow, director of the National Institutes of
Health on Drug Abuse, disputed the Russian doctor’s assertions.

“It’s too ironic for Russia to be the sponsor of the event,” said Daniel Wolfe, director of
the International Harm Reduction Program for the Open Society Foundations. “They’'re

the world leader in denying the science.”

R e Sl 1Y ST Russian drug treatment methods were recently tested in Crimea, after the country

CALL 800-168-6933 NOW Al\:lunri ~ . annexed the former Ukrainian region.

What Made Russians Ban Methadone Treatment | GeTHELP TobAY Around 800 former heroin addicts there were cut off from replacement therapy,
for Heroin Addiction? . . , 3
Name: * roughly 100 of whom have died, according to advocacy groups and the UN’s special
envoy Michel Kazatchkine.

Datalls Parent Calogory: Drags Catogeory: Horsin Wiisen by Stop Admin

Many have blamed Russia’s ban on treatment such as methadone and lack of clean
U o R coctors pecgoss e e o substEon sy il s, Bl Ui Amecis, syringe programs for an uptick in new HIV infections even as infection rates in other
e treatmen] ol heroin sddiction i hadorie i ilegal, In fa >-wwn'lvfl'lv suted is forkidden, a5 is e Get Help for: a]'eal’{ of _Fu ]'Ope fa“

aeumition of (F iealmee an & websile, Somelimes, avan (he o g il in conversslion can bring bgsl ssmcions -

Phone: *

pesstiption ot preblemt “Tt’s really stupid,” said Pavlo Skala, associate director for the Alliance for Public
whibe e pirrmos s ool cormpenes make o pealil Passians qun . M .
S e et A Health, a Kiev-based organization, who attended the event on Wednesday. “It’s not
scientific, as [with] everything related to treatment in Russia.”

“IF harm rechuction is crw's only goal, then mothadore may be a viabl iresstmont,” steted Dorry Halmark, Dimclor of Fowered by g fOrmsite
Admissicns and &t Narconon Arrowhead. Narcanon Amowhead |s one of the country's Isading drug and dlcohol

rehabiltation centers, kcated in Canadian, Oklshoma. “Hawever, if a persce's godl s o e drug-ree, then

methadane may not be the best oplion 1o irsat hercn or opiste addicion. Some drug reatment professionals may E

keep a porson on methadone substiuSon for a lang time, meaning that the persan does not lear fo kv drugsros on Narconon ArrO\\‘head 15 a "_’OO'bed faci]it\' located near Canadian. “'ithin Arro“'head State

thair own.*

- . ) ) Park, that promotes substance abuse treatment theories of founder L. Ron Hubbard. It is the
& Narconan program s a fully drug-fren program, meaning Bal avary paricipan goes frcugh 2 withdrewal step at
v beginning of the program, assistec by nuriticeal support and physical exercises that calm and axrovart the REHAB ﬂagshlp dmg I'ehabilitation center for Narconon Intemationa]. It.S parent Conlpan'\',

parsan and releve the discoméort of withcrawal. Tris is followed by 2 sauna program fhat usae a dryheat comioined Wihdramal
drarwl v ie .. . . .

with nutrition and an exerciss program. Tris siep fushes cut old érug residues that may be connected with cravings. ociati f VIng a: Edu at: W ed v h .

'With |owersd or shminaied cravings. S famer addict is now faa b kake part in the counssjing that alivws them to Rahat: Ass on for Better Li - nd SO O b the ChurCh Of SCIentOIO -

kave gulkt and daprassion behind, and leam tha Mo skils that can enable thom 1o maka drug=fraa dackslons in the Apdiction

furtura.

e e ey e : Narconon began in 1966 when a drug addict and inmate in a state penitentiary in Arizona, Willie

N drugs,” added Mr, Halmark, *Our savanty parcant Success rte means hat wa ara atje o retum many drug-roa N
s e e Benitez, found a book by author and humanitarian L. Ron Hubbardcontaining principles about life, the
mind and the spirit. Benitez applied simple truths he learned and freed himself from his addiction.

1= reabmen o erommaddiction




Resources

EOIR Country Conditions Archive: https://www.justice.gov/eoir/country-conditions-research

UNHCR RefWorld: https://www.refworld.orqg/

UC Hastings Center for Gender & Refugee Studies: https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/

Immigration Advocates Network: https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/
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